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1918 CIF-SS FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 

FULLERTON HIGH SCHOOL 

 

THE SPANISH FLU INFULENZA CHAMPIONS 

1918 Championship Game Played March 8, ñ1919ò 

 

The athletic era of 1918-1919 was unique in the history of the CIF-SS as the 

section had to deal with World War I and the flu epidemic. The influenza epidemic 

(known as the Spanish flu epidemicéeven though it did not originate in Spain) 

played havoc with all interscholastic competitions. The influenza probably made 

its way to Southern California with returning servicemen from their duty in 

Europe. The first cases in Southern California appeared in September, 1918, with 

the Medical Advisory Board taking quick actions to fight the spread of the flu to 

include banning all public gathering including funerals, movie houses, theaters, 

schools, athletic contests, etc. The ñFullerton Newsò included the headline, HELP 

STAMP OUT THE FLU by ñkeeping your children at home at night and donôt 

allow them to be out running aroundé.ò Daily statistics showed the number of 

new flu cases and the number of deaths. When certain areas were considered ñflu 

free,ò schools in those neighborhoods were allowed to reopen. This was the first 

time that educators actually were given sick days off and were paid at the same 



time. The CIF-SS took action by rearranging schedules and cancelling athletic 

events and championships. 

 
  San Diego High School Students 

  during Flu epidemic wearing masks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

By February, 1919, the epidemic was coming to a close and many games, which 

had been delayed, could now be played. It is interesting to note that the CIF-SS 

passed a motion that allowed athletes an extra semester of eligibility  due to the flu 

epidemicégiving more competitive time than the eight semester rule. The State 

CIF, fielding complaints from other sections, rescinded the Southern Section 

ñInfluenza Semester Rule,ò as being unfair to the rest of the state. In addition, the 

State CIF, in the minutes of the April 23, 1920, Federated Council Meeting, stated, 

ñNo future rules or regulations should be passed by any section for inter-section 

games which are contrary to the rules and regulations of the Federated Council.ò 

The State CIF also canceled the 1918 State Championship in Football because 

many of the sections were prevented from completing their schedules due to the 

Spanish Flu. The CIF-SS on the other hand, stated in their Council minutes of 

February 12, 1918, ñSemifinals in Football for Southern California will begin 

February 21, 1919.ò  

 

The semifinal results had Coronado High School from the San Diego area 

defeating Redlands by a score of 14-0 with the game being played at San Diego 

Stadium. In the other semi-final, Fullerton High School from Orange County, 

defeated Santa Monica 60 ï 0 (a local Santa Monica paper reported, ñA hard 

hitting, massive Fullerton crew piled up 60 points to the localôs zero in a CIF 

playoff game. It was the worst defeat ever handed a Santa Monica eleven.ò The 

finals were played on the campus of Fullerton High School on March 8, 1919éthe 

latest day for a football game to be played in CIF-SS history! The championship 

contest was won by Fullerton with a score of 18 ï 0. 

 

Coronadoôs Schedule                                            Fullertonôs Schedule                

                               (taken from the 1919 Fullerton yearbook) 

Coronado  9  -  Section Naval Base 27 

Coronado  7  -  San Diego 19 

Coronado 42 -  Army-Navy 0 

Coronado 53 -  Army-Navy 0 

Coronado   1 -  Sweetwater 0 

Coronado   1 -  San Diego Reserves 0 

Coronado 14 -  Redlands 0 

Coronado   0 -  Fullerton 18 

 
                                                                From Santa Monica High School Yearbook - 1919 

 

 



Reading the newspaper articles leading up to the game and the game report are 

very interesting reflecting the unique sports writing of that era: 

¶ Fullerton High School was referred to as the ñBig Redò or the ñRedsò 

¶ Coronado High School was referred to as those boys from ñTent City,ò the 

name given to John S. Spreckelsô tent city south of the Hotel Coronado 

¶ The game was one of ñhard line playò 

¶ Fullertonôs backfield was ñone of the best in the Southò 

¶ ñBoth teams were on edgeò 

¶ ñCoach Culp radiates with optimismò 

¶ ñHe can carry the pillò 

¶ ñFullerton villagers casting their eyes on the Southern California gonfalonò 

                         (gonfalonépennant or banner) 

¶ ñTwo of the fastest and shiftiest backs in prep divisionò 

¶ Fullerton High School and coach Culp made their way to San Diego to 

watch the semi-final Coronado game 

¶ ñDespite the fact that this an exceptionally late time of the year to be playing 

football, considerable interest has been manifestedò 

Fullerton Indians 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


