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Fifth historical ñtidbit.ò 

 

 

 

 
                     Seagulls vs.  Jackrabbits  

 

Following their California State Football Championship of 1919, Long 

Beach Poly declined to participate in the 1920 playoffs and instead 

scheduled a game with Everett, Washington. Everett was considered to be 

the Northwest Champion and the winner would play East Technical High 

School of Cleveland, Ohio, for the United States High School Football 

Championship. The CIFSS had a rule against intersectional games and the 

ñHaresò would be suspended from CIFSS for one year because they went 

ahead and played the game. The game took place on Saturday afternoon, 

December 17, 1920, in new stands that could accommodate 15,000 on the 

campus of the high school. It was said that the, ñbeach town had gone 

popeyed over the contest. A half holiday had been declared on Friday, and 

the residents of the salt air burg were expected to turn out en masse for the 

fracas.ò The Everett team was led by Captain Leslie Sherman whose 

eligibility was questioned by Long Beach because he was twenty-one years 

old. He was allowed to play because the Washington State Association rules 

allowed a man to play who reached his maturity during the season to play 

until the end of the season. The ñLos Angeles Timesò headline of December 

18, 1920 gave the results: 

 

EVERETT HIGH GRIDDERS MOW DOWN THE JACKRABBITS ï 

Pride of the Northwest Simply Outplay the Long Beach Babies at Every 

Angle of the Game. 

 

                 The final score was Everett 28 - Long Beach Poly 0 

 



Harry J. Moore, an administrator for Long Beach, and the first President of 

CIFSS, said, ñthe Everett team was the finest conditioned one Iôve 

seenéthey brought down only 12 men for the game, had no time outs and 

never had a water bucket on the field.ò The Everett coach, Enoch Bagshaw, 

who would later take many of his players and go on to coach the University 

of Washington, was quite a character. Paul Lowry of the ñLos Angeles 

Times,ò wrote: 
              ñCoach Bagshaw spoiled the effect created by his teamôs 

    splendid showing by crabbing at the officialôs work every 

    time his team was penalized. His pet stunt was to rush over 

    to the press row, and shaking a trembling finger under a  

    Washington correspondentôs nose, order him to ósend the  

    news to Everett that Everett had been penalized.ô  

    Bagshawôs team played college football, but his was  

    grammar school spirit.ò 

 

The Everett team was led by Sherman and halfback George Wilson. Wilson 

would become an All-American football player at the University of 

Washington and was named the greatest football player of the universityôs 

first half century. Long Beach was led by future USC stars Lafay LeFebvre 

and All-American Morely Drury. Long Beach could not do much during the 

game against the aggressive Everett team and sportswriter Lowry was tough 

in his report stating, ñThe long beach quarter (back) displayed punk 

judgment in his choice of playséò 

 

On January 1, 1921, Everett would defeat the East Technical High School of 

Cleveland, Ohio by a score of 16-7 for the United States High School 

Football title in a game played at Everett. 
                   

                          Everett High School of Washington Football Team 

                                                        1920-1921 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CISSS minutes of December 9, 1920 
   ñResolved: That Long Beach, by its refusal to complete the schedule for the semi-final 

     and final games, has declared its football season closedéin order for the school to be 

     readmittedéit must disband its football team for the present season.ò 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


